ABSTRACT
INTRODUCTION

Opium probably was one of the first medicines known to humankind. Obtained from the opium poppy, its derivatives, such as morphine, remain contemporary medicine's principle means of relieving moderate and severe pain. Yet most of the world's population does not have access to this proven, inexpensive, and safe
HOW THE POOR DIE AT THE DAWN OF THE TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY
Mr. A was a 28-year-old unmarried laborer who lived in a large city in Asia. He probably became infected with the human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) in his early twenties when he occasionally used intravenous heroin and had sex with sex workers. Not until he saw a doctor 3 years ago, due to fever, cough, and a weight loss of 8 kg, did he learn that he had both tuberculosis and acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS). With treatment for tuberculosis, he felt better and regained some weight. A three-drug antiretroviral (ARV) regimen was prescribed for him
